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Bus and coach industry news
8 April 2010

Note to broadcasters:  The SMMT has its own ISDN studio
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Some stability in March, but data and outlook still weak
•
Big buses fall 32% Q1 2010 on Q1 2009; drop sharpest for single decks.
•
Big coach registrations up 5.6% at Q1 2010 on a year earlier.
•
March’s 80% rise in 3.5 to 5t buses like those in 2004, 2006 and 2008.
“March delivered some stability in registrations across the sector,” said Paul Everitt, the SMMT’s chief executive.  “Orders remain well down, despite some resilience so the outlook for the bus and coach sector is very weak, particularly for producers dependent on UK demand.  The Spring brought its normal rise in big coach registrations, but this is from a very low base and reflects orders won last year.”
Big buses and coaches – rolling year registrations Dec 2005 to Mar 2010
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Further tables and charts follow with more details of annual trends by gross vehicle weight and type.
Notes: The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK.  It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media.  The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy with £51bn turnover and £10bn value added.  With over 800,000 jobs dependent on the industry, it accounts for 10% of total UK exports and invests £1bn each year in R&D.  In the last ten years, huge strides have been made to reduce the environmental impact of its products throughout the life cycle.  Improvements in production processes mean energy used to produce cars is down 24%, water use is down 45% and 57% less waste enters landfill sites.  Average car tailpipe CO2 emissions have also been slashed and are down 20% compared to 1999 levels.  For more details, download SMMT’s tenth annual Sustainability Report or annual facts booklet from the SMMT website www.smmt.co.uk/publication
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March 2010 bus and coach registration data
	New bus and coach registrations in the United Kingdom – 2010

	
	Mar
	% change*
	Year to date
	% change*
	RYT Mar 2010
	% change*

	Total buses and coaches
	1,263
	23.1%
	2,024
	- 5.5%
	7,871
	- 18.6%

	Buses above 8.5t
	308
	- 21.6%
	633
	- 32.3%
	3,039
	- 10.2%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Single-deck buses:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	minibuses to 3.5t
	25
	- 57.6%
	66
	- 46.3%
	375
	- 64.0%

	3.5 – 8.5t
	781
	77.5%
	1,089
	26.0%
	3,728
	- 15.6%

	8.5 – 16t
	125
	- 19.9%
	210
	- 36.2%
	1,092
	- 13.7%

	16t +
	57
	- 48.6%
	111
	- 58.1%
	591
	- 21.0%

	Single-deck buses total
	988
	29.0%
	1,476
	- 6.6%
	5,786
	- 22.6%

	16t+ double-deck buses
	126
	0.0%
	312
	- 8.5%
	1,356
	- 1.0%

	All buses
	1,114
	24.9%
	1,788
	- 7.0%
	7,142
	- 19.2%

	All coaches
	149
	11.2%
	236
	7.3%
	729
	- 11.4%

	Coaches 3.5 – 16t
	8
	300.0%
	9
	- 80.0%
	44
	- 35.3%

	Coaches 16t+
	141
	6.8%
	227
	5.6%
	685
	- 9.3%


The statistics in the above table are based on all vehicles registered in the UK with a bus and coach body.   The data covers all vehicles, from minibuses to double-deck buses and coaches.

Notes

Source: SMMT MVRIS Reports (NR3-BC)
*NB: Percentage changes on the same period a year before: N%; no registrations year before
YTD: Year-to-date

RYT: Rolling year total
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Key annual trends in the UK bus and coach new registration markets

Annual trends – rolling year totals for months from Dec 2003 to March 2010
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SDBuses: Single-deck buses

DDBuses: Double-deck buses

Analysis based on SMMT’s MVRIS – Bus and coach report NR3B&C
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Media contact:

Robin Dickeson
+44 (0)2 073 449 222 or +44 (0)7 974 436 641 or 
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3
2

_1332226792

_1332226816

_1332226849

_1332226734

